The Mars Pathfinder Project is being developed by the U. S. National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) to demonstrate new technologies for use in future missions to Mars, and to conduct focused, but significant, scientific observations of the planet. The mission will be the first attempted in 20 years to land an automated spacecraft on Mars. The scientific objectives are to investigate the structure of the Martian atmosphere, the geology and morphology of the surface, and the elemental composition of Martian rocks and soil. In addition, a free-ranging surface rover will be deployed to conduct technology experiments, and to carry some of the science instrumentation. Scheduled for launch in December 1996 and arrival in July 1997, Mars Pathfinder is the second mission in NASA's Discovery F]rogram, a new initiative to support small, relatively low-cost interplanetary missions with a maximum three year development period. Upon reaching Mars, the primary surface operations phase of the mission will begin, and is planned to continue for 30 Martian solar days (soIs).
